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Bill Shiller

Born in 1943 in Chicago, lllinois, U.S.A. to
Austrian-German immigrant parents, he graduated from
the University of lllinois College of Journalism in 1964.
He was then sent to work in Lima, Peru, as a member of
the Peace Corps under a U.S. government program but
returned after one year due to the Vietham War. In
1970, he defected to Sweden as an American opposing
the Vietnam War. Initially, he engaged in the
anti-Vietnam War movement through protests and
publications. Following the Vietnam War, he became
involved in the Swedish LGBT movement, serving as the
secretary of the international bureau of RFSL, the
country's LGBT organization, for 10 years. In 1990, he
left RFSL to establish the Nordic LGBT cultural
organization "Tupilak." Two years later, at the ILGA Paris
World Congress, he left ILGA due to differences in
attitudes toward LGBT culture and contributed to the
establishment of ILGCN (International Lesbian and Gay
Cultural Network). He has remained active in Tupilak
and ILGCN for the past 30 years and currently resides in
Stockholm.
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Minami Teishiro

Born on December 23, 1931, in Sakhalin, he moved
to Tokyo in 1952 at the age of 21. He founded the
gay tabloid "Adonis Boy" in December 1972, which
ran until 1974. Subsequently, he launched the gay
magazine "Adon" in May 1974, which continued until
1996. In July 1977, he established the gay lifestyle
magazine "MLMW," which was active until 1982.

In February 1984, he founded the "IGA Japan Support
Group" after meeting Bill Schiller, who had come to
Japan from Sweden. This organization later changed
its name from IGA to ILGA. During the mid-1980s, he
began offering telephone counseling and other AIDS
prevention activities, actively participating in
movements opposing the AIDS Prevention Bill.

In 1997, he retired from the Tokyo Lesbian and Gay
Parade. Subsequently, in 2010, he relocated to his
partner's hometown in Okinawa Prefecture, where he
currently resides.
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Beyond 40 years
1984-2024

TEXT ./ Yamagata Shinya

“In February 1984, a Swede visited Tokyo. He was an
executive of the International Lesbian and Gay Association
(ILGA) and came to Japan to organize the gay movement.
If this one person had not visited Japan, there would still
be no gay movement in Japan today."

(From Teishiro Minami's article "The Gay Movement in
Postwar Japan" in the Impaction 1971 Edition, Impact
Press, 1991)

In interviews and speeches, Teishiro Minami, a pioneer of
the gay movement in Japan, often speaks passionately
about the establishment of the IGA Japan Chapter,
attributing its beginnings to one Swedish man: “Bill Sure”.
Without “Sure's” encounter with Minami, the history of the
gay movement in Japan might have unfolded very
differently.

But who exactly is “Bill Sure”? This question piqued my
curiosity, as until now, | had only heard of him through
Minami. In May 2023, | began researching him on the
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From the pamphlet of "The 1st Tokyo International Lesbian and Gay Film and Video Festival.

Internet. While "Bill" remains the same in Swedish, |
encountered difficulty in determining the correct spelling
for his last name. What is "Sure" or "Schure"? Seeking
assistance from a Japanese acquaintance residing in
Sweden proved fruitless, as he was unable to find any
information on Mr."Sure."

However, on another occasion, while perusing a pamphlet
for the "First Tokyo International Lesbian and Gay Film and
Video Festival" held from March 6-8, 1992, at Nakano
Sunplaza, | stumbled upon this name in the "Director's
Introduction" section in Japanese. In English, however it
was spelt out in roman letters as "Bill Schhiller" in the
same section. The “hh” must surely be a misspelling, |
thought, and this led me to believe that the name
"Schhiller" is likely to be "Schiller." A quick search
confirmed my suspicions, revealing a Swedish resident
and LGBT activist named Bill Schiller.

It turns out that “Bill Sure” was, in fact, Bill Schiller.
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New revelations!
A chance encounter with
MINAMI Teishiro 40 years ago

Bill Schiller tells his side of the story

Face to Face with Bill Schiller

So, it turns out that Bill Sure was actually Bill Schiller, who's still
going strong in LGBTQ activism in Sweden. With this revelation, we
felt it was time to have a chat with Bill himself. Nowadays, thanks to
the wonders of the Internet, we can easily set up online meetings
with folks from all corners of the globe - making it a breeze to
connect.

After the aforementioned friend in Sweden shot off an email to Bill,
outlining our thoughts and goals, we eagerly awaited his response.
However, Bill's reply was short and to the point: "I don't think I'm
your guy." But he did mention a past visit to Japan, where he
attended some gay parties and crossed paths with a dancer and his
boyfriend.

The mention of a dancer set off some bells, as it seemed to align
with the Bill who had stayed with Minami back in Tokyo in February
1984. Minami's partner was indeed a ballet dancer. To be absolutely
sure, | decided to send over a photo of Bill to Minami for
confirmation - and his reply: "That's him alright!"
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“Aktivist Minami” featured in the "GAY” magazine.

Feeling pretty confident about our discovery, we decided to shoot Bill
a direct email, filling him in on the history of Minami's and my
(Yamagata's) activities, and eventually managed to work out a
schedule that suited everyone involved.

Finally, on August 31, 2023, we met with Bill Schiller on ZOOM for
the first time.

What was your involvement with IGA (ILGA)"?, Bill?

| originally served as the International Representative Director of
RFSL™ in Sweden and became involved in IGA activities in 1982
when the IGA's Information Bureau moved from the NGF*3 in Dublin
to RFSL. At that time, despite being a small organization, our
Activities Bureau was located in France and the Finance Bureau in
the Netherlands. Our Swedish Information Bureau only published a
Bulletin irregularly, only providing information to the United Nations.

For about 10 years, | remained active in this capacity. It's worth
noting that from its inception, the IGA was primarily dominated by
Western, white males. In 1986, the organization expanded to include
leshians, becoming ILGA, but it still lacked focus on women's and
cultural issues, primarily appealing to legal establishments.
Dissatisfied with this direction, | chose to leave ILGA in 1992.
Despite my departure, | cherish the friendships and connections |
made across the country through my involvement with ILGA.
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August 31st, via Zoom. Bill Schiller is on the bottom right, with interpreter Olivier Fabre on
the left. From the top right are HARADA Shusaku, who resides in Stockholm and assisted in
locating Bill, along with Yamagata and MATSUOKA Hiroaki, currently working on a
documentaries about Minami.

—— Tell us about your visit to Japan (Tokyo) in February 1984.

My original plan was to embark on a working holiday in Australia,
and | only intended to briefly stop by Japan for a week beforehand.
On the first day of my stay, | was frustrated and upset to realize that
the hotel | had booked was noisy. Thankfully, | recalled someone
introduced as "aktivist Minami" in a Japan feature of a Swedish gay
magazine called "GAY." Without hesitation, | reached out to him
(although I can't recall how | obtained his phone number). To my
relief, Minami kindly invited me to his home, where he lived with his
partner, and generously offered me a place to sleep in their living room.

Although Minami could speak some English, | remember our
communication being a bit challenging.

—— What was your most memorable moment during your
stay in Japan?

Minami encouraged me to visit a gay bar, so | headed to one in
Shinjuku. However, | encountered some difficulty as | was informed
at the first bar that foreigners were not permitted and promptly asked
to leave. Thankfully, | found a second establishment where | was
welcomed with an enthusiastic "OK!" Nevertheless, the language
barrier made it challenging for me to fully connect with others.
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GE)*1IGA(LGA) 1978F (CHE L 7= 7 1 0 E FE#H #. X #0121GA=International Gay
Association ] T. Z D . 1986F ICLXE 7 v H b > TTMILGAI & A& W RIEIFILGAI %
[nternational Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association] DE&FR & L TERA L
T L %, *2 RFSL lRiksforbundet for sexuellt likaberattigande | B #5 (38 4 [National
Organization for Sexual Equality ). 1952F ISR SNV —FT v DEI V2 T7IL-74A
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Footnotes:*1 IGA (now ILGA) - An international gay organization established in 1978. It
was originally IGA (International Gay Association), then became ILGA in 1986 with the
addition of lesbians, and now uses ILGA as an abbreviation for "International Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association". *2 RFSL "Riksférbundet for sexuellt
likaberattigande" (National Organization for Sexual Equality), a Swedish sexual minority
organization founded in 1952. *3 NGF (National Gay Federation), a gay human rights
organization founded in Dublin, Ireland, in 1979. In 1990, leshians were added to the
name, which then changed to NLGF.

—— Did you solicit Mr. Minami to start a Japanese
chapter of the 1GA?

I don't recall exactly, but | likely invited him because | was an activist
at the IGA information office at the time, and naturally, | wanted to
collaborate with like-minded individuals. | still firmly believe in the
significance of engaging with others and sharing experiences,
reassuring oneself that you're not alone in your endeavors.

—— After half a century of LGBTQ activism, what
message do you wish to convey to today's youth?

| want to stress the importance of recognizing and honoring the
history of the LGBTQ community, including the history of your own
country’s community. History is more than just a pile of ashes left
behind after events have unfolded. When history is denied or erased,
progress toward achieving rights is hindered. Additionally, "culture"
plays a vital role in driving societal change. Legal reforms alone are
insufficient in reshaping society. For example, in Sweden, significant
strides have been made in LGBTQ rights legislation, yet homophobia
persists. By embracing LGBTQ culture—such as rainbow music,
theater, literature, art, and more—as a tool, we can combat hatred,

discrimination, and intolerance.
Date of interview: August 31, 2023 (ZOOM)
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Swedish gay magazine GAY's
Japan feature

The bond between Bill Schiller and Sadashiro Minami was
sparked during their visit to Japan in February 1984, all
thanks to the "Japan Special" feature in the Swedish gay
magazine "GAY." About a year earlier, in late February 1983,
Orn Lindstrand, a Swedish journalist, dropped by the editorial
department of "Adon," a gay magazine where Minami serves
as chief editor, for a chat about the gay scene in Japan.
Hiroshi Isogai, one of the staff members, was also there,
adding to the lively conversation.

Fast forward to the "Japan Special" issue of the magazine
sent from Sweden to Japan. In it was a snapshot of Minami
with the caption "Aktivist Minami," nestled alongside the
April 1983 issue of "Adon," flaunting an illustration by Joji
Takeuchi on the cover. Bill packed this magazine with him
during his visit to Japan. When the hotel noise became too
much for him, he remembered this "aktivist Minami" and
reached out to the magazine. Cue the connection, courtesy
of GAY magazine!

Now this 64-page "Japan Special " issue of "GAY" was
chock-full of various different articles, including a full color
page feature of sumo wrestlers flexing their muscles in the
sumo stable. It listed some hotspots like the gay bars and
saunas, including the famous "Ohban" in Shinjuku and Ueno.
And even had illustrations possibly inspired by Tom of
Finland from "Adon" magazine. There was an article on the
Sankai Juku dance troupe photo book penned by Bill, and a
piece on Yukio Mishima's sexuality, complete with a
snapshot of Mishima sporting a rokushaku-loincloth, courtesy
of Tamotsu Yato. There was even an article by Kiyoko
Kataoka, a lesbian who had immigrated to Sweden.

Moshi, moshi .
haj, haj {%
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The cover of GAY magazine No. 4, Japan special,
published in December 1983, sold at the time for 30
Swedish kronor (incl. tax)
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The inside pages of GAY magazine's "Japan Special"
featuring (among others) Minami and "Adon".
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A snapshot of Stockholm Pride, where approximately 50,000 participants march while
roughly 400,000 spectators gather to celebrate the event annually.

Milestones in LGBTQ-Related
Legislation in Sweden

Sweden boasts many LGBTQ-protective laws today,
positioning itself as one of the most LGBTQ-friendly countries
globally. However, rewind 80 years, and the landscape
looked starkly different. Same-sex sexual activity was
criminalized, and homosexuality was pathologized.
Transgender individuals faced insurmountable barriers,
unable to legally change their gender.

In 1944, although same-sex sexual activity was
decriminalized, it was still classified as a mental disorder. It
wasn't until 1979 that this classification was reversed. In
1972, Sweden pioneered the world's first legal gender
reassignment, albeit with the controversial requirement of
mandatory sterilization. It wasn't until 2013 that this
requirement was finally abolished. Furthermore, in 2018, the
government made amends by compensating individuals who
had undergone sterilization and gender reassignment before
the law was amended. Each eligible person was offered a flat
compensation of 225,000 Swedish kronor, with the deadline
for application set on May 1, 2020.

The journey toward equality continued with the introduction
of a "registered partnership system" for same-sex couples in
1995. Subsequently, in 2009, the Marriage Act was
amended to grant same-sex couples the right to marry, akin
to heterosexual couples.

The legal strides made by Sweden in recognizing LGBTQ
rights over the past 80 years are remarkable. Yet, as Bill
Schiller highlights in his interview, the battle against
homophobia and transphobia persists. How can society
further embrace sexual and gender minorities? Nevertheless
it seems as of now, Sweden remains committed to
progressing towards a truly egalitarian society.

Timeline of LGBTQ-related legislation in Sweden

1944 Decriminalization of same-sex sexual relations
1952 Establishment of RFSL, an LGBTQ human rights organization

1972 Sweden becomes the first country in the world to allow legal gender
reassignment

1979 Sweden’s National Board of Health and Welfare certifies that
homosexuality is not a mental disorder

1987 Homosexuality (later "sexual orientation") added to anti-discrimination law
1995 "Registered Partnership Act" for same-sex couples passed

1998 First "Stockholm Pride" held

2003 Same-sex couples' right to adopt children recognized

2009 Same-sex couples are included in the Marriage Act and "same-sex
marriage" becomes legal

2013 Mandatory sterilization imposed on legal gender reassignment removed

2018 State compensation for those who were forced to undergo sterilization
for gender reassignment before the legal change
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Tracing Teishiro Minami’'s Past and Activism

From the Establishment of 'IGA Japan' to
the Organizing the Pride Parade
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Not every activist is born an activist; there's always a "trigger"
that sets them on the path to activism. For Teishiro Minami,
that trigger could be pinpointed to his encounter with Bill
Schiller in February 1984.

A decade prior, Minami had ventured into the gay business
by founding a commercial gay magazine called "Adon" in
1974. At a time when the internet was non-existent,
magazines played a crucial role. They delivered information
pertinent to the gay and same-sex community, and the
letters sections served as a means to build networks within
that community. Above all, "Adon" played a pivotal role in
introducing Minami, via a feature in Sweden's gay magazine
"GAY," which served as a conduit connecting Bill and
Minami.

Listening to Bill's experiences in Sweden during his visit to
Japan, Minami recalled feeling "enlightened for the first time"
about the gay movement. Bill's activities, such as managing
shared houses and knitting workshops, were all tangible,
community-based services. This contrasted with Minami's
own visions of self-enterprise, revolution, and sexual
freedom, which seemed more fantastical than practical.
Realizing the importance of creating everyday spaces as part
of his activism, Minami took Bill's advice to heart and
established "IGA Japan" as a hub for his activities, diligently
working to create these safe spaces.

And by actively participating in IGA (ILGA) international
conferences, Minami shared the information gathered there
with the community back home. He established community
spaces like "IGA Clubs" and "hands on hands" to support
AIDS prevention and youth activities. Hosting IGA seminars
nationwide, he also set up branches in cities like Sapporo
and Nagoya. In 1992, he organized the Leshian & Gay Film
Festival and took the lead in organizing Japan's first Pride
Parade in 1994. And the list goes on. The volume and
achievements of Minami's activities over the decade
following his encounter with Bill are truly commendable.

However, in the aftermath of internal disruptions during the
third parade in 1996, Minami chose to take responsibility
and step back from the frontline of activism the following
year. By 2010, he had relocated to Okinawa, his partner's
hometown, marking a significant shift in his life's trajectory.

RlIFISEm2 [7Rv] 1974 £5 8%
The inaugural issue of "Adon," May 1974.
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Reunited After 40 Years!

Bill Schiller x Minami Teishiro

On September 21, 2023, at 18:00 (Swedish time 11:00), precisely
39 years and 7 months after Bill Schiller's visit to Teishiro Minami's
home in February 1984, where he stayed for a week, the pioneering
legends from Sweden and Japan finally reunited on ZOOM.

Minami  Hello. It's so great to see you again like this, Bill. | feel
fortunate to have lived this long.

Bill I'm truly delighted to reunite with you. Unfortunately,
there aren't any photos from back then, but it remains a
lovely memory in my mind.

Minami  Meeting you, Bill, led to the establishment of the IGA
Japan branch and facilitated our subsequent activities. |
am deeply grateful. Thank you very much.

Bill It's your energy, passion, and actions that have achieved
everything. | merely passed by, like a fleeting cloud,
crossing paths with you. It's all a result of your efforts.
You've been making this history.

Minami (Waving both hands) Thank you very much!

Bill Understanding history is crucial. If we don't know where
we come from, we won't know where we're heading.

Minami Do you remember, Bill, a year or two after we met in
Tokyo in 1984, | stayed overnight at your place in
Stockholm?

Bill I'm sorry, but | have no recollection whatsoever. At that
time, my home was frequented by numerous visitors
from both domestic and international locales, with many
staying over. It was impossible to keep track and
remember everything.

Minami  On a different note, Bill, do you currently have a partner?

Bill | was married to a man for ten years, but we've since
divorced, and | live alone now. However, he remains a
dear friend. Recently, | was hospitalized three times due
to sepsis and underwent a left leg amputation. He cared
for me during that time. And you, Minami?

Minami I'm still living with my partner, whom | met forty years
ago when | first met you, Bill.

Bill That's wonderful. Congratulations!
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f MYM International Lesbian and Gay Cultural Network
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2023 Rainbow Warrior

Teishiro Minami Awarded the
'2023 Rainbow Warrior' by ILGCN & Tupilak

The reunion of Bill and Minami led to the awarding of the
"2023 Rainbow Warriors" prize to Teishiro Minami by ILGCN
(International Lesbian & Gay Cultural Network) and Tupilak
(Nordic Rainbow Cultural Workers), organizations with which
Bill is affiliated. This award recognizes Minami's extensive
contributions to the LGBTQ movement, highlighted by
pioneering Japan's inaugural Pride Parade in Tokyo and
launching the Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, among other
endeavors.

... for outstanding pioneer LGBT work stretching back many decades.

... for helping launch Pride hes in Tokyo,

ging get- hers for LGBT people to

break dt for

hing LGBT film fe Is to expand rainb,

and of today and y

.. for having the early realization that political and legisl ictories are not gh -
that without a strong input of rainbow culture and history, homophobia and intolerance
can not be defeated.

... and for realizing that when the colors of the rainbow are stretched over psychological
and geographic borders, they do not become weaker but more brilliant - for anyone
willing to look up at the sky.

Rainbow Warriors have gone in the past to a number of LGBT individuals and LGBT organizations around the
world - including in Western nations where dictatorial regimes are destroying LGBT rights, to Eastern
European nations where homophobic dictators threaten LGBT activists and cultural workers with long prison
terms, to Uganda LGBT heroes facing life-long prison sentences and even death penaities.

Although Tupilak and ILGCN awards contain no monetary contribution, they are given with golden
appreciation for work well done. ,

y, in Japan and elsewhere in the world.
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Japan and Sweden:
Rainbow Bridge Forged by Two Activists

Until now, our understanding of the figure behind the
inception of "IGA Japan" relied solely on Teishiro Minami's
narrative. However, this time, a revelation unfolded: the
enigmatic "Bill Shua" was none other than Bill Schiller.
Thanks to a modern online exchange with Bill, a new treasure
trove of insights emerged. Bill, hailing from Chicago, had
sought refuge in Sweden amidst the turmoil of the Vietnam
War. His visit to Japan in February 1984 wasn't primarily
about IGA expansion; rather, it marked a fleeting pause
before embarking on a working holiday adventure in
Australia. Details Minami had highlighted as pivotal
instances, like managing shared houses and knitting
workshops, seemed to escape Bill's memory. Similarly, he
couldn't recollect being present at IGA Japan's inception or
sharing a toast with Minami before his departure to Australia.

Admittedly, it feels a bit strange to shine a light on Minami's
earlier misconceptions. However, considering Minami's
limited proficiency in English, a significant language barrier
had likely existed. Moreover, it's understandable that Bill,
now at the sprightly age of 80, does not vividly recall some
events now four decades ago from his time in a foreign land.
But here's the heart of the matter: whether it was a
misunderstanding, a misconception, or a misinterpretation, it
scarcely matters. What holds weight is the realization that
Bill, for the first time, now can see how his words to Minami
forty years ago profoundly shaped Minami's subsequent
endeavors. In his own unique way, Minami absorbed Bill's
wisdom, found inspiration, and went on to lead Japan's
LGBTQ movement. It's a positive twist of fate, a
misunderstanding that shaped history, a serendipitous
journey. And that's perfectly alright. Their story is deeply
human, quintessentially Minami, and it warms the heart.

The 40-year reunion of these Swedish and Japanese
pioneering legends, aged 80 and 91 respectively, exude a
gentle nostalgia, especially when seen in the glare of the
monitors of their online interaction. Yet, within that digital
space, transcending four decades of the passing of time,
lingered an unspoken bond of camaraderie and mutual
respect between two stalwarts who had fought society side
by side, enriching us all with a sense of cherished reminiscence.

Yamagata Shinya
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